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  December, 2009
Congratulations 
Toyota Tapestry Minigrant awarded to Terri Cloyde, teacher in Madill Public Schools
Everything Changes - Integrating Literacy and Science

Science educators,
I want to let you know that the new SDE server for my science list automatically monitors any e-mail address that doesn’t accept the message, is full, or bounces the message back as spam.  After repeated tries to send messages, the address will be automatically removed from the list.  If you have signed up but suddenly no longer receive messages, please check your server to make sure that the SDE address is not blocked and be sure to check your inbox regularly.  If you are removed and would like to receive the messages again, just send me your name and e-mail address.
Best wishes,

Jana

President Announces National Lab Day Initiative
On November 23, 2009, President Obama announced the establishment of National Lab Day, a new science education initiative aimed at improving labs and inquiry-based science experiences for students in grades 6-12.
Designed to increase community-based collaborations between scientists, engineers, teachers and students, National Lab Day emerged from collaboration earlier this year among NSTA, the American Chemical Society (ACS), the National Science Foundation (NSF), the Jack D. Hidary Foundation, and the MacArthur Foundation.
National  Lab Day will bring together stakeholders in communities of support where science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) professionals and teachers can work together to assess current labs, update or refurbish lab equipment, conduct equipment and materials inventory, clean and repair equipment, and provide technology support. Projects can also center on computer or outdoor labs anywhere where hands-on lessons in the STEM subjects can come alive.
The first National Lab Day is tentatively scheduled for early May 2010. For more information about National Lab Day, visit the official website at www.nationallabday.org.

Physical Science-Physics resources

Mainly for physical science, physics and astronomy: high school students, college students, teachers and college faculty use this resource.  This searchable database of screened online resources provides not only links to the resources, but also commentary on usage and level.  This is a free resource, and the folks at comPADRE have handled the copyright issues very professionally.

See <www.comPADRE.org>.

PhET Interactive Simulations are research driven applets designed to help students build understandings of numerous concepts in various disciplines.  This is a free resource and applets can be downloaded to a computer to be run without internet access.

Visit <http://phet.colorado.edu/index.php>.
Tree of Life Interactive Web site

Explore the evolutionary links between living things.  On this site you can explore the interactive and watch the video of the Tree of Life. Find out more about Darwin and evolution and join the discussion on our blog. There are also plenty of resources for teachers, scientists and animators.  See <www.wellcometreeoflife.org/>.
ScienceDaily News 

This site sends science current event articles out every week.  The news updates would be great to use for classroom discussion or for student research. 

Topics available include Health/Medicine, Mind/Brain, Plants/Animals, Earth/Climate, Space/Time, Matter/Energy, Computers/Math, and Fossils/Ruins.  You can subscribe to receive the free information at <http://www.sciencedaily.com>.

Honeywell Educators at Space Academy
The Honeywell Educators at Space Academy scholarship gives science and math teachers the opportunity to attend a five-day astronaut training and simulation program, complete with lessons and activities correlated with the National Science and Math Standards for use in the classroom.  Teachers must teach students 10-14 years old. Scholarships to teachers include tuition, round trip air fare, meals and accommodations, and all materials.
Application Deadline: December 31, 2009
Information available at <http://www51.honeywell.com/hhs/ourprogramssub/scimathedusub/honeywelledu.html?c=31>
InvenTeams High School Invention Grants
The Lemelson-MIT Program is offering grants of up to $10,000 to InvenTeams-teams of students, teachers, and mentors-who can apply lessons from STEM fields to develop inventions to solve real-world problems.

Application Deadline: April 23, 2010
Go to <http://web.mit.edu/inventeams/about.html> for information.

Reminder: Governor’s Global Education Conference

Our fourth annual Governor’s Global Education Conference (GEC) will be hosted by the Wes Watkins Center at Oklahoma State University, on February 9, 2010.  Information is available at < http://www.okhighered.org/okglobaled/gec.shtml>. 

 Online registration is now open.  Please use the following link, <http://www.okhighered.org/okglobaled/registration/> to register early to claim your spot.

If you are interested to present at the 2010 GEC, please download the Presenter Request for Proposal from the following site,

<http://www.okhighered.org/okglobaled/gec.shtml#2010> and submit it by December 18, 2009 for consideration.  There is a discounted registration fee for the presenters whose proposals are selected.
Contact Saeed Sarani at <ssarani@osrhe.edu> if you have questions or need more information.

Science Bug Elementary resource, Grades 1-4

Catch the Science Bug Foundation, Inc. launched a new website filled with science content that is presented through video, interactive on-line activities, and downloadable worksheets! Most content is found through the Science Files link.  The site is geared towards children in grades 1-4 but children younger and older than the targeted age group have enjoyed using this site.   

Educators will find printable science activities with data collection worksheets for use in a classroom or on the school grounds. Recently, a teacher’s guide was posted listing what topic each science activity teaches and how this activity could relate to other topics.  Science career information is being added to continuously as we aim to present a great diversity of scientists and job descriptions under the Meet Our Scientists page.   

Check this resource out at <www.sciencebug.org>.. 
  
Stafford Aerospace Museum in Weatherford – transportation fees

The Stafford Museum has a transportation scholarship fund available to any school system wanting to travel to the museum for a school field trip. There are a few restrictions, but the funds are available for this year and 2010. Information is available on the museum website at <www.staffordmuseum.com> or call the museum for more information at (580) 772-5871.
Safe Chemical Management in Schools
In kindergarten through grade 12 schools across the nation, students and school personnel use chemicals every day to learn, to create, and to maintain facilities.  But when chemicals aren’t carefully managed, they can put students and school personnel at risk from spills, fires, and other accidental exposures.

EPA has teamed up with schools and community partners in Rhode Island, Colorado, and Wyoming to bring models of responsible chemical management programs to schools across the country. In addition to identifying steps to build a responsible chemical management program, the video features real life examples of schools and their community partners that are working toward permanent chemical management solutions.

For more information on responsible chemical management in schools and to watch the new video, Safe Chemical Management in Your School please visit: <www.epa.gov/SC3>
Ocean Flag Contest and resources (ages 8-14)
National Geographic invites kids ages 8–14 to design a flag to fly aboard the Ocean

Now expedition ship. Design a flag that symbolizes ocean exploration and the protection of ocean ecosystems. Researchers, including Enric Sala and David de Rothschild, will judge the entries and pick the top ten designs. Kids will vote online in late March for the winning design.  Great pictures, videos, and some student activities are available at the web site listed below. Find information and resources at: 

<http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/Activities/New/Ocean-inspiration>.

Disney’s Planet Challenge (4th-6th lessons available)
This program is a project-based environmental competition for classrooms. Students develop  a project concerning school or area environmental concerns and then create a portfolio for the competition.  Even if you do not enter the competition, there are sample lessons available based on individual state standards.  These lessons help the teacher with extending classroom learning in meaningful ways and also increase the rigor of the lessons and the problem-solving challenges for the students.  A student handbook can be downloaded to enhance the lessons.  Check the resources out at 
<http://disney.go.com/planetchallenge/discover.html > and click on the tools and resources sign, then the sample lesson plans. 

Deadline to enroll for the competition is December 16, 2009, and submission deadline is February 26, 2010.  There are some great prizes available and the national winner students and teacher will go to Disneyland!

Oklahoma Student Inventors Exposition
Call for student inventors.  The 2009-2010 Inventors Exposition will take place on Tuesday, February 23, 2010, from 9:00 am – 1:30 pm in the Rose State Community Center at Rose State College Campus in Midwest City, OK. Prizes and money awards will be presented to winning students and their teachers.  To enter, send the information form below to:

Betty J. C. Wright

3804 Larkwood Drive

Del City, OK  73115          (405) 670-3131 or Rwright20@cox.net 

****************************************************************************************************

Teacher _______________________                   School ________________________

City __________________________                    Phone ________________________

FAX ___________________________          
    Email _________________________
****************************************************************************************************

******************************************************************************

Anyone interested in science education is welcome to join the Science Listserv by contacting Jana Rowland at <Jana_Rowland@sde.state.ok.us>.   

Jana Rowland, Science Director
Standards and Curriculum
Oklahoma State Department of Education
2500 N. Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
(405) 522-3524
FAX (405) 521-2971
Jana_Rowland@sde.state.ok.us
******************************************************************************

This listserv is fully automated and not moderated.  It is hosted by the Title III server and is provided for the use of Oklahoma educators to share information regarding their content area or interest.  Information contained in this e-mail is not necessarily endorsed by the Oklahoma State Department of Education.
For more information about science education in Oklahoma, visit <http://sde.state.ok.us/Curriculum/CurriculumDiv/Science/default.htm>.

