OSTA Board Meeting Minutes - April 10th, 2010

Meeting called to order at -

In Attendance:  DeAnn Deason, Tim Laubach(guest of Board, OU Faculty, Science Ed), Deborah Hill, Gaile Loving, Becky Hammack, Beth Allan, Suzanne Spradling, Tamara Lookabaugh, Annette Huett, Kathy Pursley(Professional development committee chair, appointed by ), Joyce Cheatham, Pam Christol, Peggy Alexander, Bob Melton. 

I.  Approval of Board meeting minutes from 2/20/10.  Motion to approve minutes Deann Deason, Beth seconded, approved.

II.  Jeff, Past-President no report. 

III. Treasurer's report - Deduct membership fee on taxes, need to provide the Tax ID number to members.  W-9 provided to members and conference participants.   Peggy Alexander provided a corrected treasurer's report, Checking balance is $4977.14 and Savings is $12,879.71.

Send Board members emails and information to Beth Allan so she can make an xls file, pdf,

IV  Officially appointed Tim Laubach to College Position on OSTA Board.

V.  District Directors Reports-

 A.  Need a director for SE district-Bob will address this issue when he proposes the constitution changes.

B.  Deann Deason report -  "ACT America's Choice curriculum"  This program is being used by OKC schools and Tulsa Public Schools.  DeAnn was looking for feedback about the use of this curriculum from Board members.  This is very rigorous and thinks perhaps we might want to add this into our conference information.  Feedback from others like Gaile said it does not address OK pass skills clearly and the science content is not met.  Many teachers are very stressed by this.  Deann suggested we may be able to use this to tap into professional development at our conferences because teachers who must use this if not trained have no idea what is expected.  Deann is writing curriculum for this program but the district needs to make sure that they own the curriculum.

Curriculum is so advanced that it is almost AP level rather than a first year biology course.  Deann said her bio kids will probably score a 98% on the state EOI but only about a 60-70% on this ACT based curriculum.  

If we use this professional development we should put this on the agenda of Kathy Pursley's committee.

VI.  Membership Committee report - Gaile Loving 

A.  4 members this month, online registration, Gaile needs to get the information from the site but it is not working properly so she is going to talk with Bob about accessing the behind the scenes information for the membership.

B.   Mailbox registration is a time issue.  Gaile said she is spending 5-6 hours when she has to do this manually by mail registration.  Beth Allan would like to see how this progresses throughout the year rather than just eliminate the mail registration.  We are going to table this to discuss later so Bob Melton can give us insight in to capabilities of our website.  Cost is $  44.00 a year for mailbox but the human resource time is really expensive if you look at hours.  We are planning to do online conference registration which will alleviate some of these issues.  Kiosks need to be available for registration on site.

Post office box is in MWC so Gaile can have easy access.  Must decide by August if we want to continue the post office.  Board agreed this is necessary to maintain for our status as a nonprofit organization.

Suggestion to change membership form so we have fewer columns to 6 categories rather than the current 28.  

Here are the 6 category suggestions:

Student

Classroom teacher

Administrator

Business/Retired Partner

Higher Education

Curriculum Specialist

Distribution list to send out emails to the regions is the goal but each director would need to input these emails however Suzanne is willing to set up the emails to send out.  Will need to table this discussion to discuss with Bob because he should have the ability to allow us to access this information.

Lots of discussion NOT to eliminate our categories because of the desire to use this information 

Need to order OSTA pins.  We have a few but not many so all members who have them bring them to the next meeting.  (The company we have used in the past apparently is no longer in business.)

T-shirts from the last meeting need to be brought to the Science Safety Summit to sell.(Tamara has these.)

300 OSTA bags need to be brought to the summit also, Beth has these.

Jyoti Abraham has been asked to chair the Elections committee.  She has not accepted this position yet.

VII.   Web report - Bob Melton

NSTA Congress - Discussions about what is the most beneficial thing for our organization when Suzanne, Pam and Kaye attend this year.  Kaye will look at issues that might be important to us for this next year.    Suzanne is trying to continue to forward the information from NSTA to all of us so we can stay current with National Science trends, competitions, issues concerning science teachers, etc...

Reminder from Suzanne that we have NSTA funds to reimburse for our Science Safety Summit speaker. 

VIII.  Bob Melton -Constitution report

A.  Constitution revisions Article VI, Section 3 propose eliminate this wording 

B.  Bylaws Section 3 change the fiscal year from Nov 1 - Oct 31 to Jan1 to Dec 31

C.  Section 8, 3  Change wording

D.  Section 11:  change so we have budget since this is not addressed, add as a #6 item, present an annual budget for approval at the first of the fiscal year 

E.  Article IV- Board of Directors  Perhaps change the the district offices based on membership?

F.  Reassign the board directors

Metropolitan OKC,  Metropolitan Tulsa 

Lots of discussion about this change

F.  pg 5 Section 3, 

G.  pg 6 clean up language, Awards committee is standing committee added a G. to the Article V- Committees,  Add section 11 Awards committee develop ....  language from Bob, include science fair also ALL awards, w/exception of professinal development who will do their own prof. devleopment.  move ad hoc committee to Section 12.  

H.  Communications Committee remove and then drop certificate language.  

These changes will be up on Google groups so the OSTA can look at ahead of time and comment and then changes are viewed by all so they can be voted on the membership.

Bob send to us all the google group info as soon as Tamara sends the corrected and updated emails to Beth Allan.  She will send this out to all of us so we can go up to Google groups and sign in.  

Need to make clear to members that when they go to the website they are signing up for the website NING so they understand.  NING is for the membership to make comments.  

Bob, Peggy and Gaile receive the information for membership registration and then when someone joins they automatically receive an email.

I.  District directors sending out membership information to members by email.  

J.  Science Matters website,  NSTA.org store,  can make t-shirts for OK and other items like goggles we might be able to use at one of our conferences.

K.  State Science Fair/OJAS award report:  Pam got a nice thank you from a 7th grader who appreciated the award.  12th grader received the OJAS award.  Beth has some ideas about this next year.

L.  Safe Science Summit:   Jim Collins can present for K-12 not just secondary for a fee of $3500.  Location is UCO, McAlisters will take ,  Kaye will check with Jana Rollins to make sure they will pay for NSTA booklets or flipcharts.  Charged $50 in past, capped at 40 participants.  Should we apply membership to this?  If they are not a member this is part of the registration.  Some districts will not pay for membership so we will need to word this so that it is either separate or just part of the registration fee if not already a member.   This was not determined.   Suzanne will check about T-shirts for the summit.  

M.  NSTA John Glenn Center for Science Education Campaign - Pam Christol

NSTA is building a new building for professional development for a $500 plaque the OSTA will be able to have plaque in the center.  Board agreed that we should pay for a plaque.

N.  Fall Conference - November 6th at UCO

The planning has been sent to Kathy Pursley to get in touch with all the people who did this last year.  

Next meeting :  May 15th(Kaye Emde, Heritage Hall),  July 30th, September 11

Motion to adjourn;  Kaye Emde, seconded DeAnn Deason at 11:50 am.

