OSTA Board Meeting Minutes – January 9, 2010   

Meeting called to order at 9:26 with quorum

In Attendance   Bob Melton, Pam Christol, Annette Huett, Kaye Emde, Tamara Lookabaugh, Deborah Hill, Jeff Patterson, Suzanne Spradling, Joyce Cheatham, Beth Allan, through Skype:  Gaile Loving, Jana Rowland, Deann Deason.  

I.  Approval of Board minutes from the 11/7/2009 meeting. 


Tentative meeting dates set for future meetings:


February 27th and April 10th, 2010

II.  Reports:   

A.  Membership Report given my Gaile Loving reminded us that the revised and approved constitution has not set January to January as our membership date.  The renewal period will be from October to December each year to coincide with the Fall conference.  Bob is looking into setting up membership online but will need to work with Gaile to discuss the fields needed for this and get access to the OSTA account numbers from treasurer, Peggy Alexander.

B.  Jeff Patterson gave the treasurer’s report for Peggy Alexander.  We collected $707.00 for the OJAS and State Science Fair.    An Ad Hoc “Award Committee” was appointed by Pam Christol.  The following members will be serving on the committee to establish award recepient guidelines, amounts of awards and other necessary information for these awards to be given each year, Members are:  Pam Christol, Jana Rowland, Beth Allan, Kaye Emde, Suzanne Spradling and Deann Deason.

Their is over $2100.00 still to be collected in outstanding purchase orders for our fall conference.  An invoice needs to be resent to those attendees(schools).  Jeff Patterson will do this and check with Peggy Alexander to make sure all invoices have been sent and what their status may be.

C.  Publications Report was given by our webmaster, Bob Melton.  Bob stated that we received over 26,000 hits this year with 3,000 in November just before the conference.  After searching numerous sites Bob is recommending the possibility of using “Telesis” however they charge $3.00 per transaction.  Bob will get more information from Peggy regarding our bank account and then find out if this is the best option for membership and what the possiblities would be for adding conference registrations and t-shirts to this webpage.  Board members suggested that the fee per transaction be passed on to the member as a convenience fee which is traditionally done by most other online companies.  

It was also suggested that at the fall conference a computer kiosk be set up so that members could register online the day of the conference, at the conference with a credit card for convenience sake.  Bob will bring back a report on this at the next meeting.

D.  Science Matters Report was given by our NSTA State Science director, Suzanne Spradling.  The NSTA Congress will be meeting July 21-24 in Las Vegas.  Suzanne and Pam Christol, our NSTA District XIII Director (NM, OK, TX)will both be attending since they are on the NSTA Congress Planning Committee.  Suzanne has requested issues from the board and membership that need to be heard by other science educators across the nation.  Suzanne asks that we think about these items talk with our fellow teachers and get back to her by the next meeting.

Clarification concerning board attendance at the the NSTA Annual conference and NSTA Congress was made with regard to reimbursement of expenses.  Kaye Emde who is our President-Elect will be attending Congress in July and will be compensated for her room, board and travel expenses.  The current President, Pam Christol will receive compensation for attending the NSTA annual conference in April as stated in the Board Constitution.

 III.  Reports: (OLD BUSINESS)

A.  Fall Conference Report (11-07-09)

Jeff discussed the need to plan far into the future so we can be better prepared and have speakers and venues prearranged to increase teacher outreach and education dissemination.

He discussed the need for the following issues to be resolved prior to future conferences:

1.  Location (venue)

2.  Registration onsite, online and the need to streamline 

3.  Vendors mapped and located in areas of high traffic but without congestion

     Most board members agreed that should we use UCO the wings would be nice for  sessions and place the vendors on these wings so attendees can migrate toward them between sessions easily.

4.  Clarification regarding vendors and placement – What type of space do vendors need?

IV.  New Business

A.  Clarification on the role of OSTA

A discussion took place regarding the mission of OSTA and the endorsement or promotion of outside agencies from a request by Gary Sacket of the Aurora Learning Community Association who wanted access to our membership information.  The board adamantly refused to provide private membership data to outside agencies but felt that some committees should be established to address concerns like this and others in the future.

The role of OSTA is to improve the teaching of other Oklahoma science educators by disseminating information, providing resources and helping science teachers develop skills to enhance teacher instruction and ideally student learning.  

Adrienne Elders suggested making a list of OSTA policies to help us run our organization more smoothly and place these on the website.  Bob Melton agreed to develop a list of parameters to guide us with our mission.

Motion was made to reappoint Bob Melton as the Webmaster for the 2010 calendar year and Gail Loving as the Membership Director for the 2010 calendar year.  The motion was seconded and approved.

B.  Benefits of OSTA membership

A brief discussion took place regarding the benefits that OSTA provides the membership other than our website and conference.  A look at the membership’s dynamics will help us to shape our future conferences and activities.

C.  Safety Summit in July 2010

The date proposed is July 30th.  Jeff Patterson will confirm with Jim Collins and find out if we look to have a elementary attendees whether he can address those needs or if we will need to have another trainer (Vanessa Westbrook) for these attendees.  Jeff will also check about the cost and what materials can be provided.  

Jana Rowland said there may be funds available to supplement the cost of a manual but we would need to get that cost NOW with the number of booklets and the total cost.

Deborah Hill moved that UCO in Edmond would be chosen as the site for the conference since they gratuitously are donating their facility without cost.   This motion was seconded and approved.  Beth Allan will double check on the date and clarify with Jeff Patterson regarding the speaker.

D.  National Lab Day – Jana Rowland, State Dept of Education liaison mentioned her desire to get the word out throughout the state.  The day is scheduled in May. http://www.nationallabday.org/  By going to the website you can sign up a project you would like to do and ask for a scientist in your area to help assist you in this project.  This is more than just a day but more of a community grassroots effort to collaboratively link teachers, students, scientists and community partners like Lowe’s or Home Depot to complete science projects in a community-wide activity.

· What is National Lab Day?

National Lab Day is more than just a day. It's a nationwide initiative to build local communities of support (hubs) that will foster ongoing collaborations among volunteers, students and educators. 

Jana has asked that perhaps as an OSTA board we could look into coming up with some ideas to help promote National Lab Day in Oklahoma and get out the word to educators in our state.

Pam will appoint a Staff Development Committee to address this need:  She has appointed, Adrienne Elders, herself, Beth Allan, Jana Rowland, Annette Huett and Kathy Pursley? and will also try to get other committee members from our membership in other regions or districts of the state.  She may try to do this by getting with Gaile and sending out a need through email to membership.

E.  Constitution and Bylaws

            Pam will need to appoint someone to take on the role of College Division Director since that position is not currently filled.

F.  Establishing Committees


Pam will establish a committee chair for both the Staff Development Committee and Ad Hoc “ Awards Committee.”

G.  Fall Conference Proposed dates are November 6th or October 30th.     Paige Keeley is being proposed as a speaker for the 2012 conference so we need to look at setting up a committee to plan out future.

Next meeting date is:  February 27th, location will be emailed by Pam.  Other Board meeting dates are April 10, 2010 and May 15th, 2010, July 30th after the Summit.

Beth Allan moved to adjourn meeting, seconded by Jeff Patterson, passed, adjourned at 12:21pm.
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