OSTA Board Meeting – August 1st, 2009

In Attendance   DeAnn Deason, Peggy Alexander, Kay Emde, Tamara Lookabaugh, Jeff Patterson, Suzanne Spradling, Sue Hull, Bob Melton, Beth Allan, Joyce Cheatham.

I.  Minutes approved with correction to Joyce Cheatham’s attendance.  Joyce was in attendance on 6-6-09.

II.  Reports:

Newsletter- Bob Melton reported that there has been a recent “flurry” of activity, perhaps from the State Department workshops which have been promoting the Safe Science Summit and joining the OSTA.  Bob is being cautious about posting too often so members do NOT unsubscribe.  Bob has posted the Fall Conference “calls for Presentations”  

Jeff interjected that the Tulsa Chamber of Commerce has requested that the board consider Tulsa for the Fall conference in the future.

BAP(Past Pres) – Building a Presence is now being called “Science Matters” as reported by Suzanne Spradling.  Suzanne said the NSTA congress conference was exciting this year in FL and that she and Pam Christol will be serving on the planning committee for NSTA congress this next year.  Next years congress will be in Las Vegas.  Several new resolutions pass this year and Suzanne provided a summary for all those in attendance.  One important issue discussed was the need to strengthen science education at the elementary level because these students are falling behind and unable to catch up in the middle school.  Suzanne said there is a “NSTA communities” link on the National website and we can add our OSTA group their site with a link.  This would just provide another way for science teachers in Oklahoma to find our website.  

The possibility of creating a PayPal account was brought up and Bob Melton said he will do some research on this so we can have members join online.

Changes to the constitution have been made and will need to be voted on at the Fall Conference by the entire membership.

Vpres report – Kay Emde said that Jana Rowland has been getting the word out through her Jana grams at the OK State Dept of Education letting people know that we need presenters for the Fall Conference.   Kay needs presentations submitted NOW so send yours in or get the word out to other science teachers you know.

Treasurer report – Peggy Alexander said that there is $ 2,465.16 in checking and $17,809.56 n savings.  We have a $3,078 invoice outstanding for our presenter and the safety conference.  Sue Hull moved, Suzanne Spradling seconded a motion to move $5.000.00 into the checking account from savings.  

Suzanne must show we have paid Jim through an invoice to be reimbursed by NSTA.  Jeff will provide a letter and give this to Peggy.

Membership report – Suzanne has been recording informtion when received regarding membership so we can record the dates of membership annually.

A suggestion was made to start posting the agenda on the website as well as the minutes.  A member has expressed interest in attending the meeting so we need to clarify if the meetings will be open in the future rather than closed session as has been practiced.

Our P.O. box closed in Stillwater, July 1st.

Nominations Report:  There have been no nominations for awards or board members.  Please get this done at the beginning or start up of the school year.  Print off nomination forms and membership forms for teachers in your school/district.

Old Business:

Safety Summit 

Safe Science Summit was a success and Bob will use survey monkey send out an evaluation to those who attended.  He will need to get the list of attendees from Suzanne.

OK 2010 Summer Summit

Ideas for the summit include concurrent strands involving formative assessment, safety assessment.  After further discussion a list was created regarding possible areas of interest that might be in the Fall conference next year including:

Formative assessment, content, differentiation, integration, literacy(reading/writing), vertical/horizontal training, backward design, scientific processes  These may all be able to umbrella under 4 more general areas used at other conferences which are:  1.  Assessment  2.  Instructional Strategies  3.  Technology  4.  Content Knowledge

It was voted on and approved to invite Jim back from the Dana Center @ Austin to do another safety conference.  The current date is set for July 30, 2010.  We need to advertise more, get more vendors, perhaps “SchoLAR “  would be willing to provide the lunch or another science supporter and receive a free booth in exchange and perhaps free advertising on our shirt.   Tabled further discussion until Pam Christol takes office.

Fall conference 09

Site is UCO from 9-3:15pm, Saturday November 7th.

Five Strands for this year:

Assessment, Instructional Strategies, Technology, Content Knowledge, Informal Science

T-shirt is being taken care of by DeAnn Deason.  Approximately $15 per person, being done by USA Screen Printing.  

We need signage for the Silent Auction which says proceeds go to the Science Fair and OJAS.

New Business:

Talk with OAS (Oklahoma Academy of Science) about recruiting experts for our field trips we are wanting to start.

It was moved and seconded to allow board members to use up to 100 recycling bags as promotion items to get the word out about OSTA.

It was moved and seconded to buy and provide name tags to the OSTA board.  Gold with black letters was preferred.

Business cards for board members was not approved, the information will be sent to Jeff so he can look over this by the next board meeting.

October 3rd is the next board meeting.

By SEPTEMBER 1st, Jeff need updates by email from everyone regarding the Fall Conference.

Adjourn 11:57 a.m.
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