Oklahoma Science Teachers Association

Board of Directors Meeting Minuts

April 2, 2011

Every great advance in science has issued from a new audacity of imagination. 

John Dewey -    educational reformer   (1859 – 1952)

I. Welcome

A. Call to Order  

Attendees: Annette Huett, Joyce Cheatham, Kay Emde, Julie Angle, Tina Rogers, Kay Gamble, Elizabeth Allan, Becky Hammack, 

Pam Christol, Tamara Lookabaugh, Bob Melton, Jana Rowland, 

Bethany Lorenz, Christa Askins, Jana Rowland

 B. Introductions of new members / guests 

C. Approval of minutes from February meeting - Minutes approved 

II. Reports

NSTA Middle School learning in technology award winner @ NSTA Conference - Becky Hammack

4th Congressional Conservater of the Year AWard - Kay Gamble

Foundation of Excellence (HS) - Suzie Stevens

***We need to keep track of awards of OSTA members and other Oklahoma Science Teachers receiving awards and grants and recognize them in our conference brochure.
A. Elected Officers  (voting)

1. Treasurer – 
Toni Ivey

If you need my vote on an issue, please call me on my cell 405-714-1433. I will be at the OKC airport Saturday morning and my flight will be boarding at 10:30 am.

 2.  Vice President/ President Elect – 
Beth Allan

 3.  President – 



Kay Emde

 Congress in Baltimore this summer.   Clarification of funding - Only President Elect is paid for, Beth Allan will be attending

2. Past President –Pam Christol

3.  Secretary – Tamara Lookabaugh

B. Division Directors  (voting)  

1.  Elementary – Annette Huett

2. Middle School – Joyce Cheatham

3. High School –Tina Rogers


New pass objectives for high school are much better in Physical Science and Biology.  

4. College – 


Julie Angle

JSHS at OSU was a great success, it is scheduled for 8&9th of March 2012

Science Fair/OJAS update:

OSTA should give out a certificate with the State OJAS and OSSEF awards, make sure the check is sent out earlier.  January is important to OJAS Director.  OSSEF gives out money afterward but we need to get it out early.  Send a check January every year and a list of the awardees.  We would like a picture(if possible) and a list of OSTA recipients.

C. District Directors  (voting)  Jeff provide list???  absent

1. District One (NE) – 
Becky Hammack  late/orch. contest

Meridian Technology center, Stillwater June 7-9 Summer Camp for Teachers - teacher training sessions this summer using technology $25/session  or $69 for all sessions

2. District Two (NW) – 
Bethany Lorenz

Update on committee for blueprint for PASS on Biology

3. District Three (SW) –
Marie Pool / ill

4. District Four (SE) - 
Kay Gamble

5. District Five (Tulsa) -
Sally Fenska 

6. District Six (OKC) - 
DeAnn Deason  /absent

D. State Science Director – Jana Rowland

Process Standards typos already but she fixed it last minute.  Yeah!  Trying to finish some work at the SDE even after she leaves

Reading and Writing components are still being revised/Process didn't change much but Literacy standards are being revised - wording is more specific 

Jana starts new job on Monday - major restructuring within the Ed department, Extremely important OSTA stays in contact with Superintendent Barresi and represent teachers.   Send information to Damon Gardenhire and Jennifer Carter to reach Janet Barresi

Environmnental Education Standards are available now 

Standards and PASS are available online but not total final approval until probably mid June

Frameworks from the National Research Council are being finalized and NSTA/NSELA is working on helping with input on this to make sure it is geared toward all age groups  NSELA.org for teachers and teacher leaders National Science 

Education Leadership Association, meet before the NSTA conference(Professional Development conference) to focus on New Generation Standards.  

Teacher Performance Assessment is coming out and what Beth Allan called "the Perfect Storm" that links this assessment to student performance as well as the next Generation Standards.

Science Competition Funding - was it requested in the budget this new year by Barresi?  Several universities and colleges 

E.   Science Matters – 
Suzanne Spradling / absent

Needs to know if OSTA needs NSTA monies for Safety Summit.Need to request all funding now and pull those funds for specific items.  Need to know the exact amount.

 F.  Committees  (non-voting, unless included above)

1. Membership Committee –Jeff Patterson / absent

Post office box ???  Needs a box NOW!  Mid-del is still in operation currently

2. Communications – Bob Melton

OSTA website - committee basecamp, Bob will send an invitation, set up your own user name/password

Set up committees and groups

3. Awards –   Julie Angle / Joyce Cheatham/DeAnn Deason

OSSEF/ OJAS Awards: creation of database  would be helpful

Report on awards for this year.

Creation of award certificate??  

Criteria for selection ??  

Need for criteria for OJAS awards (Julie Angle will send the current criteria)  

4.  Nominations -  Pam Christol

Need members to serve and need nominations - Bob will make sure these forms are up online 

Lineup for nominations and to be voted on this year.

President elect

Odd number year 1,3,5 NE, SW, Tulsa

H.S. and Elementary

Discussion for a preservice teacher on the board/elementary and a secondary representative 

New members of committee??

4. Constitution – report on revisions

Bob Melton 

Each April - Go back over constitution to look at possible revisions to vote on in the fall meeting.


1.  Change to Article II- Purpose


2.  Add to Article VI - Board of Directors  Change to F,  Possibly add Board members,



Ex-officio for 1 year term (preservice teacher) 


3.  Look at Article IX (correct or profit to for profit, typo) and X need to look at what happens 
to funds if OSTA dissolves.  Must approve what would happen to funds.  Need to correct and 
make contigency for funds, for example: give funds should dissolution occur to the 
OJAS/OSSEF science competitions.


4.  Look over the constitution online and then place this on the agenda for next time to discuss 
and vote on.  Please work on the language for a proposal and post this on basecamp online on  
the OSTA website.  Good place for the preservice teachers.  Get this done since the next 
meeting is in June.


    Could possibly do this as an online vote.

5. Election – 

6. Professional Development –
 Kathy Pursley / Christa Askins

Williams Grant for t-shirts, needs yearly financial statements for past 3 years, needs to get these from Toni Ivey.

Looking at Spring Camp (Retreat) for next year.  Want to know if we want to do tours or field trips, Norman Meterology Center.  

Aerospace conference in Tulsa (1 day fellowship conference) OOSM, Jana Rowland will send this out to us.

7. “Job Description” Committee – DeAnn(Chair), Marie, Bethany, Joyce, Becky

Purposes of committee: To create enhanced job descriptions and procedures for Division and District Directors.  This is an important task to accomplish to better utilize board members and have better outreach at all levels and in all regions, and grow our membership. 

Beth Allan can share her resource that she has helped develop with NSELA.  They have developed a toolkit to help board directors do their jobs.  Suggestion was made for this committee to meet after the June meeting to work on this.  Can also use basecamp to discuss.  Perhaps develop a template of each role and ask for input from those who have served in these roles.  A calendar guideline will be extremely helpful so planning can be done appropriately and in a timely/effective manner.

III. Old Business                  

A. Conference calling and other options for future meetings

B. Developing feedback for student teacher training.    Angle

 C.  Date for Fall Conference 2011 /   Saturday, October 1, 2011

IV.   New Business

 A. OSTA activities

    “ We will set up a survey on the website to look at behind the scenes tours and 

          workshop needs of members.”

   B . Workshops 


April   Oklahoma Academy of Science at Lake Murray   

July   11-13 18-21  Science Iquiry Institute @ OK Science Museum  Look at Science Curriculum page literacy/sidebyside with pass 6-8 and 9-12 Reading/writing  Up on the website

SDE Regional Conferences this summer - At 6 different conferences

Need reps from OSTA board to be there and try to get teachers to join

Bob will make a flyer and then put this up on the website to download and have available at next meeting 

Contact Jana Rowland and tell her 

Aug    OSTA Safe Science Summit 


Concern over attendance this year.  Table summit until next year possibly.  We can request for 
administrator contacts for OSHA violations send the lead science teacher or someone from the 
district to come.  August 6 Saturday


July 30th Contact Dana Center free workshop if funds available, Pam Christol will take care of 
contacting Jim Collins,


We will need to get this out and only charge a fee for lunch, $10-15 only. 

September

Oct.    OSTA Development Conference


Do we want CSI camp.  Submitting proposals must be online. Register at website and upload 
document to a web account.


Do we want a guest speaker at lunch?  Should be short, no more than 15 minute.  Forensics 
workshop is awesome, we want that again.  Put smartboard training opposite of forensics, 
Staff development committee go on board discussion to discuss themes, "The Root of STEM" 


Board discussion Ideas for conference, Tina Rogers will get it started

      Adjourn  @  11:50 am, next meeting June 4th.

Calendar for year.   Board meetings:

May   None
June   4

July  None
Aug   @ Safety Summit

September   10

Oct.   8th  
Nov.   
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