OCTOBER SCIENCE NEWS 2009
Do you know a great K-6 Math or Science Teacher?  Nominate him or her to apply for the Presidential Teaching Award! 

The Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching are the Nation's highest honors for teachers of mathematics and science. The Awards recognize highly qualified K-12 teachers for their contributions in the classroom and to their profession.  Since 1983, the White House and the National Science Foundation have recognized outstanding teachers for their contributions to mathematics and science education. 
Every year up to 108 National Awardees each receive a $10,000 award, a paid trip for two to Washington, DC to attend a week-long series of networking opportunities and recognition events, and a special citation signed by the President of the United States.

The program is now accepting nominations of K-6th grade math and science teachers to apply for this prestigious award program.  In 2011, nominations of 7th-12th grade teachers will be accepted. 

For more information, including online nomination and application forms, please visit www.paemst.org.  Nominated teachers must submit completed application materials by May 1, 2010.  

Contact: Jana Rowland, Science Director, OKSDE, (405) 522-3524.
OSTA Fall Conference - Not too late to attend
The OSTA Fall Conference is less than two weeks away.  Did you get your pre-registration form in before the deadline?  No?  Not a problem. You can register at the door on November 7th.  The Car-Pool special will still allow you to save money with the four-for-the-price-of-three offer.  Use the same form at http://www.oklahomascienceteachersassociation.org/wpcontent/uploads/2009/06/prereg09.pdf and come to the conference with check, cash, or PO in hand.  
Contact Peggy Alexander, OSTA Treasurer, at alexanderp@owasso.k12.ok.us with any questions you might have about registration. 
Visit www.oklahomascienceteachersassociation.org  and click the Conference tab for more information.
Science Friday 

Science Friday Web site features interesting current events and short videos.  This is a great site for classroom use! See <http://www.sciencefriday.com/>.
Another useful site is animal articles and pictures at <CreatureCast.org> 

$5,000 Award for Outstanding High School Teachers The National Environmental Education Foundation (NEEF) seeks outstanding high school teachers who have successfully integrated environmental education into daily curriculum. The Richard C. Bartlett Award recognizes educators who serve as an inspiration for students and model for other teachers. Winners receive a $5,000 award to continue their work in environmental education. Additionally, as part of the award, the winner travels to Washington, D.C., to meet with representatives from the environmental community to further his or her education network. The winner will be honored during National Teacher Appreciation Week, May 3rd – 7th, 2010.
Please view our <http://www.neefusa.org/bartlettaward.htm>. Apply now; the deadline is January 15, 2010. Please call Meghan Trossen, Bartlett Award coordinator, at 202-261-6466 for any additional questions, or email: bartlettaward@neefusa.org.

Mickelson ExxonMobil Teachers Academy for 3rd-5th teachers
The Mickelson ExxonMobil Teachers Academy is a one-week all-expense-paid intensive professional development program for third- through fifth-grade teachers. The Academy offers a five-day program designed to provide third- through fifth-grade teachers with the knowledge and skills necessary to motivate students to pursue careers in science and math. This program was developed to inspire teachers from across the country in math and science and to equip them with interactive teaching tools to ignite their students' passion for these subjects. More information and online application is available at: <http://www.sendmyteacher.com/teachers_and_grown_ups.htm>.  
Hurry – application deadline is October 31, 2009.
Turn Around Don’t Drown Resources
The Oklahoma Floodplain Managers Association (OFMA) and the Oklahoma State Department of Education have teamed up to provide flood safety education to Oklahoma children. 
Over half of all flood-related deaths occur when a vehicle is driven into flood water.  The next highest percentage of flood-related deaths occurs when people walk into or near flood waters.  Many of these deaths are preventable.
A video and classroom information is available at the OKSDE Web site at <http://sde.state.ok.us/Curriculum/CurriculumDiv/Science/default.html>. See the link at the top of the page. OFMA sponsors a Turn Around Don't Drown Poster contest for fourth graders.  Fourth grade students who submit a poster could win cash prizes of $250, $150, or $100 for their artwork. Every student who participates receives a certificate of appreciation.  The top 15 posters in the state are published in the OFMA Turn Around Don't Drown calendar. Information is available at the Web site listed above.
Sun-Earth Day 

It is a new theme and a new website! Check out <http://sunearthday.nasa.gov>.
Please join us again this year for our 10th year of Sun-Earth Day. Register to receive updates on the celebration taking place on March 20, 2010.
SMARTBoardTM Training Available at OKSDE
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See Box above for registration information for these sessions.  For questions, contact Manuel Gonzales at <Manuel_Gonzales@sde.state.ok.us.

Glacier Interactive

University of Colorado has developed a simulated glacier site.

Using a Java applet, "Adjust mountain snowfall and temperature to see the glacier grow and shrink. Use scientific tools to measure thickness, velocity and glacial budget." 
See <http://phet.colorado.edu/simulations/sims.php?sim=Glaciers>.

Einstein Fellowship - Application Now Open!

The Albert Einstein Distinguished Educator Fellowship is a paid fellowship for K-12 math, science, and technology teachers. Einstein Fellows spend a school year in Washington, DC serving in a federal agency or on Capitol Hill. To be considered for an Einstein Fellowship for the 2010-2011 school year, apply and submit three letters of recommendation online by January 13, 2010.

Apply online at http://www.einsteinfellows.org/application.html

For more information about the Einstein Fellows program visit www.einsteinfellows.net or contact Program Manager Kathryn Culbertson at culbertsonk@triangle-coalition.org.


Science Instructional Television Programs

The Oklahoma Department of Education provides funding for two hours of Instructional Television (ITV) programs to be broadcast during the school year.  The programs are broadcast on OETA, 10 a.m. - 12 noon on school days.  Check with your local cable company for information about receiving these programs in your area.

You are welcome to record these programs to use in the classroom for a year or until the broadcast rights are canceled.  Programs are selected to help meet "PASS" objectives. The following programs are scheduled in November.

Science for Elementary - November 16-19 and 23

Science for Middle School 2 - November 20

Science for Middle School - November 24-December 10

The ITV schedule is available at <http://sde.state.ok.us/Teacher/LibraryMedia>. 

Simply follow the link to "Instructional TV."  From there, you can view the monthly calendar of programs or a list of the series titles, along with subject areas and suggested grade levels. 

For additional information, call the Library Media/ITV Section of the Oklahoma State Department of Education at (405) 521-2956 or send an e-mail to Elaine Regier <Elaine_Regier@sde.state.ok.us> or Vickie Hale <Vickie_Hale@sde.state.ok.us>.


Chemistry Day at Science Museum Oklahoma 

It is not too late to book your field trip Friday, November 6, 9:00 am – 5:00 pm, to Chemistry Day 2009 at Science Museum Oklahoma. Remember, school groups of 10 students or more receive deeply discounted ticket rates of $4.50 per student, with 1 sponsor admitted free for every 10 students. 
SCIENCE LIVE – IT WILL BLOW YOUR MIND! Enhance your Chemistry Day experience and explore the science of explosions by reserving your students’ seats at Science Live. With a newly remodeled auditorium, museum performs take the stage and reveal the mysteries of chemistry and physics through an entertaining demonstration. But, museum performers cannot do it alone. You or your students could be selected to help blow stuff up during the show! Science Live show times are 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. Shows must be reserved in advance, $2.50/student. 
Chemistry Day Featured Activities
Chemistry Lab 101
Investigate lab safety, practice the proper use of lab equipment and view crazy chemistry demonstrations. Presented by Dr. J. Ferguson, Associate Professor of Chemistry-University of Central Oklahoma.

Inquiry Activity Stations
Guess the Gas
Cold Chemistry
Reaction Station
Playing with Polymers
Reaction Rockets
Periodic Chart Prize Walk
Call us at 405.602.3760 to book your field trip now or if you have any questions.
The Science House: Countertop Chemistry
Teachers, parents and students can go to http://www.sciencehouse.org/learn/CountertopChem/ to find instructions for experiments that don’t require fancy equipment. Grouped in six broad categories—Properties of Matter; Properties of Gases; Micro-Chemistry Reactions; Properties of Solutions, Suspensions, and Colloids; Acids, Bases, and Indicators; and Games—these activities for K–12 students include "Dancing Spaghetti," "Formulas Poker," and "Oobleck."


The Internet Science and Technology Fair
The Internet Science and Technology Fair (ISTF) is a web-based science and technology competition. Teams of students from across the U.S. compete for certificates awarded by the National Medal of Technology Program at the U.S. Department of Commerce. The yearly competition is for student teams in grades 3 through 12 using guidelines based on national science content standards form the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS). It challenges students to apply National Critical Technologies (vital to our country's economy and security) to real-world problems.
Students are challenged to use information and communication tools as they work as a team to complete a four-month research project; master e-mail to request technical information from scientists and engineers; search, analyze and synthesize electronic information sources from the Internet; and present their final research findings in a website format. For additional information contact Bruce Furino, Director of the ISTF, at director@istf.ucf.edu. For specifics regarding the ISTF Program, please visit our website at http://istf.ucf.edu.
Sign up now for National Green Week 2010 
Calling on all educators! Enroll in National Green Week 2010 by Dec. 15, 2009 and be entered into a raffle for free garden kits (gloves, tools, seeds), IXG Green Packs (reusable drink & snack containers, shopping bag and an organic tee) and cash prizes to jump-start your green program and be eligible for a $5,000 grant! See <www.greeneducationfoundation.org>. 
National Green Week 2010 (Feb. 1-5, 2010) 
Green Education Foundation (GEF) is mobilizing millions of students from across the nation to participate in environmental educational programs during National Green Week 2010. GEF’s comprehensive curriculum provides Pre K-12 schools with extensive standards based lessons coupled with the following hands-on eco challenges: 

· Green Thumb Challenge—Join the largest youth gardening initiative in history calling on classrooms and schools to plant 10,000 indoor or outdoor gardens during the spring of 2010! GEF’s website provides gardening instructions, checklists for school approvals, plot location guidelines; container garden suggestions, funding resources (including grant templates) garden plans, vegetable and flower suggestions and much more. Green Thumb Challenge lessons link gardening to science, math, language arts, creative arts and technology. Summer student internships and community service programs will be available along with an online professional development course for teachers.
· Waste-Free Snacks—Students nationwide will participate in the largest school based waste-reduction program of all time by simply pledging to carry their drinks and snacks in reusable containers for the week. The goal is to eliminate 500,000 pounds of trash from schools and landfills.

· Green Energy Challenge—Students will audit their classrooms, schools and homes to find energy leaks and correct them in an effort to reduce energy consumption. 

Don’t wait; enroll today at <www.GreenEducationFoundation.org>.  
 NASA and Disney Parks Encourage STEM Studies

NASA and Disney Parks, which collaborated to carry toy space ranger Buzz Lightyear into orbit, are launching new efforts to encourage students to pursue studies in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics. The 12-inch-tall action figure spent more than 15 months aboard the International Space Station and returned to Earth in September. On October 2, a ticker-tape parade at Walt Disney World's Magic Kingdom in Orlando, FL, officially welcomed Lightyear home.  The event also provided an opportunity for NASA astronaut Mike Fincke, the station commander from October 2008 to April 2009, to tell students about two new educational design challenges: 

 

* Mission Patch Design Challenge: Students ages 6-12 will have the opportunity to design a patch to commemorate Lightyear's mission and his accomplishment of being the longest serving space ranger. The student with the most creative mission patch and 100-word essay will win a tour of NASA's Kennedy Space Center in Florida and a trip to Walt Disney World Resort. 

* Kids in Micro-g Experiment Challenge: Students in the fifth through eighth grades are encouraged to devise experiments to be conducted aboard the space station. The 12 winning experiments will be performed by the end of the school year and videotaped for the winning schools. 

For more information about the challenges, visit <www.nasa.gov/buzzoniss>. 
******************************************************************************

Anyone interested in science education is welcome to join the Science Listserv by contacting Jana Rowland at <Jana_Rowland@sde.state.ok.us>.   

Jana Rowland, Science Director
Standards and Curriculum
Oklahoma State Department of Education
2500 N. Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
(405) 522-3524
FAX (405) 521-2971
Jana_Rowland@sde.state.ok.us
******************************************************************************

This listserv is fully automated and not moderated.  It is hosted by the Title III server and is provided for the use of Oklahoma educators to share information regarding their content area or interest.  Information contained in this e-mail is not necessarily endorsed by the State Department of Education.
For more information about science education in Oklahoma, visit <http://sde.state.ok.us/Curriculum/CurriculumDiv/Science/default.htm>.

